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The Leopard Tales 
About this issue: 
    Enjoy this one on us.  As 

we are about to break for 

Thanksgiving, we wanted to 

let you know that The Leop-

ard Tales lives on.   

    We wanted to tell you that 

we believe in what we’re do-

ing and we believe that you 

deserve the best school paper 

possible.  

    We are still growing and 

we’re still evolving, but we 

thought it time to share a 

preview of what’s to come.  

    Thanks for reading; look 

for us again in December!  

 Tyler Steeber  
Staff Writer  

    

       To some, Homecoming 

weekend at Belle Vernon 

Area High School has 

seemed to not be as high-

spirited as it should be. 

This year, our school de-

cided to go a different 

route. 

     True to tradition, our 

2014 homecoming queen, 

Emily Frederick, was 

crowned at BVA's home 

football game against Lau-

rel Highlands.   

     However, this year, in-

stead of having a formal 

dance held in the cafeteria, 

our 2014 homecoming 

king, Dan Mraz, was 

crowned at Cedarbrook 

Golf Course's Clubhouse 

Grille.  

     Our school decided to 

hold an informal dance at 

an inexpensive location 

to welcome the entire 

student body, not exclud-

ing anyone for not being 

able to afford an expen-

sive ticket and go out of 

their way buying dress 

clothes.  

     We also held a bonfire 

in the student parking lot 

where both the Student 

Government Association 

and MIC/SADD sold 

food, glow sticks, and hot 

chocolate. 

     Drifting away from 

what we have done in the 

past and making steps 

toward more school spir-

it, Homecoming 2014 

definitely started to shape 

a new Belle Vernon Area 

High School. 

BVA Performs Fall Play with Success  
Tyler Steeber  - Staff Writer  

BVAHS Seeks to Bring out the True 

Meaning of Homecoming  

     On Thursday, Novem-

ber 13, the Belle Vernon 

Area High School Drama 

Department opened this 

year's fall play, The Mira-

cle Worker.  

     The show opens in the 

middle of the night on a 

plantation in Tuscumbia, 

Alabama, circa 1890. Cap-

tain Arthur Keller 

(Matthew Mascara) and his 

wife, Kate (Ana Brandt,) 

realize that their infant 

child, Helen (Aubrey 

Cintron,) is both deaf and 

blind. Ten years later. Hel-

en is a wild, undisciplined, 

and very smart child. 

Though they try, her par-

ents are unable to help or 

control her. In a desperate 

need, they hire a young 

woman from, Annie Sulli-

van (Mallory Truckenmil-

ler.) 

     Directed by Mr. Michael 

Rozell, chorus director at 

the middle and high school 

levels, The Miracle Worker 

ran for three days with 

reactions and high praise. 

The hard work put in 

throughout the past three 

months definitely paid off! 

Leopards’ Fall Sports Wrap-Up  

FOOTBALL  

Bradley Kennedy 
     Staff Writer  

     Many would agree 

that this was a great 

season for the BVA 

Leopards. Our best 

game was against Lau-

rel Highlands and we 

dominated them with a 

score of 66 to 7.  

     Also, this was the 

first time since 2009 

that the BVA Leopards 

won five offensive 

games. The Leopard’s 

first win of the season 

was against Trinity with 

a score of 44 to 14.  

     This year, the Leop-

ards were led by Senior 

Captains Brad Sloan, 

Travis Snyder, Devin 

Hannan, and Anthony 

Levis.  

     Unfortunately, the 

team has had some loss-

es throughout the sea-

son. The worst one being 

against Thomas Jefferson 

with a score of 44 to 12.     

     It is worth noting that 

three of the losses were by 

six points or less making 

for some very close 

games.  

    However, whether the 

team wins or loses, there 

will always be a lot of 

support for the team and 

many people can’t wait 

for the next season.   

 
GIRL’S SOCCER  

Joe Sabolek 
Sportswriter 

   The girl’s soccer team 

really dominated this year 

and played into the second 

round of the playoffs.  The 

girls posted an undefeated 

record in section play, 

winning another section 

championship.   
Continued on back 
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Perspectives: Part I  

 
 Hailey Gratto  

Staff Writer  

 As the reds, oranges and yellows of fall have started to fade from the perfect Autumn portrait into the 

beginning of a frosty wonderland - I’d like you to think about how many times you may have overlooked the 

harmonious and peaceful signs of nature around you. There are others around the world whose eyes may have 

never seen such colors or changes in their landscapes. Personally speaking, I am one of those.  

 There hasn’t been a day since I’ve lived here that I haven’t sat 

back for a few moments in amazement to the ever-changing season around 

us. Besides colored trees, the sky-rocketing sales of pumpkin spice lattes 

and the trend of wearing sweatpants to school - all things you can logically 

predict when moving to a seasonal place - no one ever told me the culture 

shock that a place like Belle Vernon would bring to me. 

 Whenever you move somewhere new the first thing that you should take notice of is your environment. 

The minute I stepped out of the airport and was engulfed in Pennsylvania I realized something - mountains, hills, 

forests, trees, green. There is green everywhere here. There is no escaping it no matter what direction you 

choose to look. Sure, I knew the oxygen I’d be breathing would be fresh but let’s just say Arizona is not nearly 

as claustrophobia-inducing or as sticky - our heat has always been dry.  

 Despite these significant changes in scenery, I knew I’d come to miss seeing the rocky desert, the open 

landscape and the rosy cheeked sunsets everyday.  Beyond my reactions so far to the weather here; (which have 

included waking up to morning fog at my doorstep and thinking even that should be deemable as a “snow” day, 

or let alone my thoughts of the dreaded winter that is approaching) I’d have to say my interest lies mostly in the 

people I’ve come to meet.   

 
Photos courtesy of genehanson.com and NBC.com respectively  

Fall Sports Wrap-Up Continued  

Katie Watson earned her 

13th shutout of the season 

in their 1-0 win over Eliz-

abeth Forward on Oct. 

8th.  Watson also had a 

record setting 7 shutout 

win streak.   

   In the playoffs, the girls 

took a first round victory 

against the Thomas Jef-

ferson Jaguars 2-1.  The 

girls season came to an 

end in a close quarterfinal 

match with the Montour 

Spartans 2-1 

Boy’s Soccer   

     The boy’s soccer team 

finished the season with 

a .500 record.  

    Captains for the varsity 

squad include: Dan Mraz, 

Jimmy Yank, Tyler 

Chiste, and Jake Mar-

tin.   

     Senior Ryan Popovic 

said “The soccer team 

had a great year; good 

luck to the team and all 

the underclassmen com-

ing back next year.”  

 

Golf  

Mike Lubrani went the 

distance this season as 

he qualified for the PI-

AA Championships in 

New York.   

 

Volleyball  

The girl’s volleyball 

team continued to grow 

this year with a lone 

winning coming against 

Charleroi in Setptember. 

Did you know…  
In celebration of its 5 millionth food and drink 

voucher, Groupon UK is giving away a trip 

and the chance to eat a $1,768 burger.  It is 

made with:  

 220 grams of Kobe Wagyu beef  

 Minced with 60 grams of New Zealand venison  

 Made with Canadian lobster  

 Poached in Iranian Saffron  

 It has Beluga caviar and hickory smoked duck egg covered in 

edible gold leaf champagne Jus and grated white truffle 
Discovered and compiled by Alix Furman  

Staff Writer  

GET READY 

—What to expect in our full length issue next month?  
 

You know the stadium, but Who is Mr. Weir?  

 Michelle Obama and School Lunch Standards    

Perspectives Part II 

Meet the staff of The Leopard Tales—and much 

more! 


